
 
Russell's Bartholomew car takes a joy ride on the streets of London, England for its 100th birthday. 
 
The Bartholomew car was built by George Edison Bartholomew of Russell, New York back In 1902. George 
was a man of many talents. He was a clock builder, jewelry maker, photographer, and inventor who liked to 
tinker. He once saw a horseless carriage in Gouverneur, New York and decided to build his own carriage. In 
the mid-forties, George and his wife, Lil Bartholomew, moved back to Sidney, New York to be near their 
daughter. George Bartholomew died in 1946 at the age of 83. His wife died in 1958. 
 

Donna Earle Seymour’s July and october 1985 articles in the St. Lawrence County Quarterly 

 
 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 
 

 

 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

Donna Earle Seymour’s October 1985 article posted in the St. Lawrence County Quarterly

 
 
 

 



 
 
 
 
In 1949, John Thomas & Frank Thomas (unrelated) went to Sidney, New York to purchase the Bartholomew 
car from George's wife, Lil. John and Frank towed the car back to St. Lawrence County where they did some 
work on the car. In 1952, Frank took the car to the New York State Fair in Syracuse and won a prize for the 
oldest car there. 
 
Frank Thomas sold his interest in the car to John Thomas on August 30, 1954. John Thomas took the car to 
DeGrasse, New York where he showed it off on the streets of the DeGrasse and surrounding areas. The last 
known time that the car was on display in St. Lawrence County was in March of 1953 in Ogdensburg, NY. John 
eventually sold the car to Frank Mason of Canton, NY in the mid-1950s who then sold the car in the 1960s to a 
collector in Toronto, Canada.  
 
After the sale of the car in the 1060s, the location of the car was unknown until Donna Earle Seymour 
submitted an article to the St. Lawrence Quarterly about the history of the car, which led to her submitting a 
picture of the Bartholomew car for the cover of the 1985 June issue of Hemmings Motor News. In less than 
three weeks, she heard from John DeBell, a collector in Port Huron, Michigan telling her that he had the car 
she was looking for. He stated that in 1970, he was searching for an early, twentieth-century automobile to add 
to his museum, The DeBell Automotive Collection. He stated that he saw a listing for the Bartholomew car in a 
1971 issue of Hemmings Motor News. On February 27th, 1971, John DeBell came East, purchased the car, 
and took it back to Michigan in a snowstorm.  
 
 
1949 purchase of the Bartholomew car by John Thomas & Frank Thomas from George's wife, Lil Bartholomew. 

Photos furnished by Joe Thomas 

 

 



 

 
 
 

Bill of sale from Frank Thomas to John Thomas. 

 
 



 
John Thomas with the car in Degrasse, NY

 

 

 



 
In 2006  Joe Thomas of DeGrasse, New York, son of John Thomas and one of the former owners of the car, 
contacted the organizers of the London to Brighton Vintage Car Run to inquire about the Bartholomew car. The 
organizer of the event connected Joe to the owners of the car, Molly and Lionel Bourne of London, England. 
It’s not clear when Molly and Lionel purchased the vehicle, but we do know that it was entered in the London to 
Brighton Vintage Car Run in 2002 entry number was 131. That car run was the 100th Birthday of the 
Bartholomew  car.  How great is that to have the car built in Russell New York on a joy ride on the streets of 
London England. Lionel’s email to Joe included pictures of the car (see below) and stated that he spent two 
years restoring the car and that he was putting it up for sale. 
 
 

Photos from Lionel Bourne to Joe Thomas 2002 run 

 
 
 

 



 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
Email between Joe Thomas of DeGrasse, New York and Mollie & Lionel Bourne of London, England  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 



 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 



 
The London to Brighton Veteran Car Run, the oldest running motoring event in the world, and the world's 
largest gathering of Veteran cars, was started by the first motoring club in the UK, which was formed by Harry 
Lawson in 1896. The motoring club celebrated the passing of the Light Locomotives on the Highway Act on 
November 14, 1896 by driving 60 miles from London to Brighton. The 1896 Act of Parliament raised the speed 
limit for light locomotives not exceeding 3 tons from 4 miles per hour to 14 miles per hour. The ACT abolished 
the requirement for the cars to be preceded by a man on foot with a red flag.  
 
The annual event today attracts over 400 automobiles with an eligibility criteria that requires the cars to have 
been built prior to January 1, 1905 and have a three or four wheel design. The annual Run keeps as close to 
the original 1896 day as possible. 37 cars started in 1927; 51 cars started in 1930; 131 started in 1938; 443 
started in 2005; and 484 cars started in 2009. 
 
From 1930 to the present day, the Run has been owned and professionally organized by the Royal Automobile 
Club. The vintage car run has been running annually ever since, with the exception of the War years and the 
1947 petroleum rationing. It has been reported that one car did the run in 1947 using his precious petroleum 
rationing. If you go online and search “London to Brighton Veteran Car Run” you will find the history of the 
vintage race 
 
The new owner of the Bartholomew Car is Michael Coatman of Poole Dorset in the UK He bought the car on a 
Friday night november 1st 2019 following a few glasses of wine and part of the sale with Bonham Car Sales 
was to put the car in the Sunday morning London to Brighton Car Run his entry number in the run was 411. He 
made 50 miles of the 60 mile run before the car overheated and he had to drop out of the run. He stated he 
and his nephew, Luke, had the time of their life riding in the car and that his father, Brian Bussell, and his 
faithful friend, Keith Kingham (a long time veteran car run chum), had a blast helping out. At the auction, the 
Bartholomew Car sold for between E’s15,000 to E’s30,000 British funds. This is between $19,358 - $39,147 in 
US funds. 
About 18 months before buying the Bartholomew car he was at the world famous Beaulieu Autojumble where 
thousand of people visit to buy anything from a nuts and bolt to fully restored classic cars.Michael was trying to 
sell his 1934 Rolls Royce car.He went on a  walk around the other stands and found a picture of the 
Bartholomew car and had a nice talk with the owner for about half an hour or more never thinking 18 months 
later he would be  buying it . 

 



 

  
 Michael at auction house 131 is from previous race 

 

  

Michael Coatman nephew Luke in 2019 run 
 

VIDEO: November 3, 2019 London to Brighton Run  
 

 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1gNuHJqb0dzOUR3RgtKuEXZW01p9g-M6N/view?usp=drivesdk


 
Update: 
A lot of new information has been learned on the Bartholomew car in the last few weeks. In 1988, the 
Bartholomew car was imported and registered in the UK after being purchased by a Scotland-based 
enthusiast. The UK registration number was BS 8038 chassis number 1. It is not clear how many times the 
Bartholomew car has been entered in the London to Brighton Car Run, but Lionel Bourne entered it in the car 
rally in 2002 for its 100th birthday. Lionel Bourne sold the car in 2006. The new owner, who owned the car from 
2006 until 2019, entered the car twice in the London to Brighton Car Rally with a successful completion of both 
runs. In 2019, the owner of the car put it up for auction at the London to Brighton Run Sale, Veteran Motor 
Cars and Related Automobilia. The sales ad for the Bartholomew car is listed below. 
 

 
 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 
 
 

 



 
We will pass along any new information that comes along. 
 
 
All of the information in this story comes from the following sources 
 

(1)  TOWN OF RUSSELL MUSEUM 
(2) ST. LAWRENCE COUNTY Quarterly July and october issue of 1985 by Danna Earle Seymour 
(3) JOE THOMAS son of one of the previous owners of the car who found the car in London and the 

picture of the car in Degrasse New York and the streets of London England 
(4) LIONEL BOURNE of LONDON for the pictures of the car on it’s 100th birthday in the London to 

Brighton veteran car run and the two years he spent restoring the car befor he put it up for sale in 2006. 
(5) THE LONDON TO BRIGHTON VETERIAN CAR RUN Organizers for sending my email to the proper 

people to get in touch with .and the history of the veterian car run. If you go to the London to Brighton 
veterian car run for the full history 

(6) MICHAEL COATMAN Of Poole Dorset  in the UK the new owner of the Bartholomew car. For the 
pictures he sent  and his story 

(7) RICHARD STAFFORD OF BONHAMS Motor Car Department in UK  for the information on the car 
when it was put up for sale in 2019 go to https://www.bonhams.com/auction/25446/lot/304/ for the full 
information about the sale ad 

 
Thanks to everyone who helped with this story of the Bartholomew Car. 
A special thanks goes to my daughter Stephanie Plaisted for her help putting this all together 
 
Richard knox  
Russell Museum Member  
March 15, 2020 
  
 
 
 
 

 

https://www.bonhams.com/auction/25446/lot/304/

