18,

"It lies upon the sides and base of an smphitheatre, enclosed by ranges of high hills,
not widely apert, and erranged im the form of en extended ellipsis, through the length of
which the Grass river sends its dark and reluctent ocurrent. I should mot, perhape,vsd ms o
term which implies s wonscious umwillingness on the part of the stream tec deliver its waters
to the regions below, for im point of fact it is demmed here for the benefit of two or three
manufecturing esteblishments. The hille which make this natursl Colosseum are of volcanic
origin, and interesting subjects for the geologist.

“Four roeds, running et right angles, centre in the town; the hotel stands upon one cory
and the other cormers sre occupled by shops; about 60 dwelling houses, mostly painted white, ¢
meny of them with green plats in front; two moderate sited churches; two blecksmith's shops;
@ bridge which never could have been built on its present foundations, but must have been take
up in Cenade, or somewhere else, and providentially dropped by the great tornado; a three-sto
brick arsensl, comstructed during the last wer, for what earthly purpose, nobody has ;at
discovered, stending like a grim senmtinel over the whole, and you have as good a picture as I
can draw of the quiet village of Russell. This will do for a rough sketch - and now for & few
touches in deteil.

"Opposite the hotel, - which is Wuilt of brick, and has sn air of decayed gentility abo
it, = is & grass plat, with en old house upon it, & little retired from the street,which, a
conspleouous sign upon the front informs me, is ocoupied by the modiste of the village.

"] notice this with interest and pleasure, and express my satisfuction by imbibing
frequent additionsl drafte of the healthful breetes that sweep down from the hills. So, I sai
to myself, we are not yst beyond the pale of f;shlon. Presently a door opems, and &« maiden
descends by u single step intc the greem lewn, glittering with the morminmg dew, and tripping
lightly to the well, returns agaim, her face glowimg in the warm reys of the emilimg Phoebus,
who is just taking his first look into the wvalley.”

Those, who today visit the quaint old village of Russell, will lbéythlt Russel Attwater
rembling house, standing off apart from the heart of the villnhn, has but one step to the
gpacicus lewn in front of it.

. Te
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Amos Lay's IBI2 map shows that it erossed the Indiam river, the West and Bast bramches
of the Oswnggtzgz:f/kcross the Grass river at Russell, amd that there wam them no interveminmg
villages betwoer the starting poimt amd Russell. From Russell the pike passed De Witt, erossed
the Raquette river, emtered Parishville, crossed a branch of the St. Regis river, went on to
Hopkinton where it agaim erossed the St. Regis and thon moved im a more Easterly direction
téward its Eastern termimus im the town of Malowo. There it joimed thivioni which came Rhrougl
Chateaugay from Plattsburgh. It was mever completed to the village of Malome, a legislative
sct of I8I3 permittimg its stoppage at Bamgor, a hamlet of but a handful of houses six miles

W el
from Malgew .

As ratiomalised with presemt-day road maps, the Russsll Turmpike began less ther a half
above the old Fargo's hotel, moved for the Lewis cbumty township of Diana, crbssed that towns!
just imside its morthwesterm boundary passimg through Lewisburg and proceeding a short distan:
to the West of Imdian lake, ‘

WP

Enterimg St. Lawremce county in the towu of Fowler the pike paesed through the present
Kellogg's Commers, comtimued crossimg the West branche of the Oswegatchie about three-quarter:
of & mile below Fullerville. This route today from the St.lawremce county lime to Fullerville
is eounty road, From theru there is s short streteh of towm highway mmdddx which 301;21 state
road st the Fowler-Edward 1ime, The state road eomtimues across the town and through the

(there eroesimg the Grass rive
villafe of Bdwards and them picks up amother county road which rums into the village of Russe

Theuce this eounty road comtimues om through West Pierropomt axd Plerrepont to fimally Jjumcti
with the Potsdam-Hamuswa Falls-Coltom state road a short distemce to the southwest of the
Raquette river. There a town road earries om to eross the river at Browa's Bridge, proceed
through West Parishville to the High Flats area amd there Join a county road. Some distanmce
West of Parishville this county road picks up s state romd whieh zig-sags to cross the West
branch of the St. Regis at Parishville, them contimus to amd through Hopkinstor and head
direetly for Nieholville, there srossimg the East bramch of the St. Regis. From there ghe
oty

oourse is through Dickimsom, East Dickimsom, West Bamgor aamd Bangor, the Bastera termimus.
"

It is possible that there may be soms slight divergemces im this ourremt highwey route
from the point mear Fargo's, which ;;: the oldem days was kmown as the Cheskered House,but a
comparisom of today's road maps with Amos Lay's maps of 1812 amd IBIB would imdicate that the
divergemces are slight, if amy.

Vo mrds Ahad wmase ke  thare {a much vomawtie hiatorv azancisted with this old turamsike
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Imspired amd spomsored by mem of immenmse wealth who owmed the millioms of mcres of

virgin forest that blaxketi}fho state morthward from Utice to the Camadiam fromtier, the
venture eomgtituted e tramsport avemuws through one of this mation's most plctureaque regioms,
en avenus which also becams an importast limk im a military highway from the state's Easterm
boundary at Plattsburgh om Lake Champlair esxd e¢urved aroumd the morth amd dows to Sackets
Harbor., Amd it was eompleted just in timd to be of importamt military service to this eocumtry
{m the war of I8I2. Soms major fighting was dome at both of its termimii, Beckets ﬁnrbor and
Plnttsburgh)during that sscord war botweon the United States and Great Britalau. Troops amd
military stores pessed over it. Amd while the block of St. Lawremce coumty's tem towss had e
bimdimg of St. Lewremce rivdr shore alomg the 50-mile lorthéi edge of five of thOIJIE‘ thrust
& total depth of 20 wiles into the imterior to form & bulwark against aggressiom, the Russell

PRy, LA
) ﬁ-wapt dowr well away from their immermost boumdary td assist im the protectiom of the imterio

/
-

communities.
But motwithstanding the fact that war had beem thresteming for some time when the piks

wag built axd thet 1t hed military value,the prime purpose of its construstiom was of quite

. - >
Gy ~

o different mature, To sell lamd gnd get the settlers coming im, for the gragt ltniﬁstill
retaimed most of their holdimgs in the 3,670,715 acres of the Macomb tract which Aiexaldor
Macomb amd his partmers, William Comstable amd Damiel MeCormimk had, in I79I, comtrected
to purehass for eight pemce per gore.

At the very egimaimg of %% 1800 James Le Ray de Chaumont had Wought 220,000 acres of
that tract for 21 cemts am acrex amd Gouvermeur Morris had taken over am equal amoumt for
slightly over 22 cemts am aore, Later Le Rey accumulated much more tiwmmsedlewk and, when he
made ax mssigmuent for bemefit of oreditors Dec,3I,1823, he owxed & 368,206 acres of which
73,947 acres were im St. Lawremce county amd 30,758 acres im Framklim, Hezekiah Beers
Pierrepont was said of have posssssed w half milliom ecres. David Parish, the Ogdemns, Harisow
the Clarksons amd others held title g;:fitonsiv. blocke.

The original Macomb Purcﬁ:;so was divided imto six tracts,omd of which comsisted of
663,020 acres embracing the town of Parishville, Hopkintons, Czizgit;inwronno and a small part
Mussems, while the rest of St.Lawremce county south and west of the Tem Towns took up amother
tract of 458,222 aores, and a third tract of 82I,8I9 was entirely in Framklim coumty.

Almost smtirely the early pioweers alomg the Russell Turmpike route were Viérmomters,

with a sprinklimg from Commecticut amd Massashusstts, and most of them wers people of small
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Settlement of this morthera ares did mot Wegim umtil about IBO?a{Iirnt ghoese
piomeers had to provide themselves with log cabim habitatioms. Next they had to clear their
tracts of the trees that they might have fields for their orops. By the end of seven or eight
years soms of them had beem able to replace their log cabims with frame or stome houses, but
they still meeded roads to get their produce to market. Roads for this purpose were quite as
e3sontial as for the purpose of emablimg the lewdowwers to dispose of their land.,
L G e
The problenhwnu the fimamcimg. To have heavily assessed the settlers would have beem
to acquire more settlers

eonfiscatory and would alsc have acted as en estrimgent aginat selling lands, Lotteries were
early resorted to by the stete. On Mar.26,I803 a state lottery limited to $41,500 was
authorized for the construction of rosds principally im the Black river country. Om Apr.9,
1804 another one was provided to raise $22,000 to be used for comstructing a road from the
head of the fells at Carthage to Nathan Ford's mills at Oswegatchie, and for one from Troy to
Greemwich., However, the lottery plan did not continue lomng.

In the late I700s turnpikes built by private capitel had come intc vogue im the metropo:
and Eudgon river area of this stete and down along the Atlentie comst. Ther im the early I800
many turnpike companies began to be imcorporsted in New York sgate until, st the clcse of the

anmd @l o Want N pbasa Bu
War of I8I2 there was a substantial metwork of them,. ﬁru were conformable to the regulations «
the turmpike act of Mar.I3,1807. Most of them followed pretty much the seme patterm as to
width and manner of c¢onstruoticn of be roed mumber of tcll gatea and schedule of tobl charge:
end the Russell Turnpike was mo exceptiom. _

The name essigned to this Russell turnpike compeny in the legislative asct of Apr.2,J8I0
inoorporating it was "The President and Directors of the St, Lewremce Turnpike Rosd Company.'
It wes capitalized at $80 per share and the subscribers were permitted to take ome share for
every one-gixteenth of a ui:r.i;/iaud through dasswg which the pike went. The shares could
be paid for in momey or im lamd, but if in land they were allowed but $ to the acre,

A right-cf-way was specified at six rods wide, of whieh four rods was to be cleared of
trees and umderbrush, while 6£5thutﬁl-u--ods the roadway was to e of 20-fcot width, "levele:
and feaced with earth, rising irn the middle by a gradual arch, so as to form am evem surface,
end where the ground shall be go soft as to require it, the sgme shall be bedded with stome,
gravel, sound wood, or other hard substance, so as to secure a firm and solid foundation,"

Notwi thstanding th;§;fovisiona in the incorporatiom lews, those early turmpikes were

§edten,
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Amy attempt to compare them with the modern multiple-lemed concrete turnpike would be
ridiculous to the m'th degree., The ome poimt im commom of the New York stgte Thruway and the
Russell Turmpike is the charging of tolls. It is wmms superfluous to say theat the word “turnpi
moans a bar or gate teo stop traffie while tolls are uoll-otod,gzz-doos not define a type of

road construction,

Benjamin Wright, Charles C. Brodhead and Elishe Camp were appointed wy the St. Lawrence
.on _the Black river road .

turnpike act th a.sigmte)(the starting point of the pike between the head of the Long Falls(
Carthage) and the great bend of Black river, then survey amd lay out the route of the road
impartially and tc the best public interest. A map of the road wes then to be mude and a cop:
filed with the clerk of emch county through which the road was to pass. The president amd
directors of the turmpike company were ordered by the sct to pay mon-stockholddr owners of
land tskem for the pike such value and demages as they might demand ,within I8 months after the
route wes dogiguated.

The stockholders of the company were Jemes Donatien Le Ray de Chaumont, Daniel McCormic!
Abi jah Hommond, Devid A. Ogden,Samuel Boyd, David Perish, Hezekish B. Pierrepont, David B. Oge
Joshua Weddington, William Beyerd, Herman Le Roy, Jauwes Mc Evers, Richard Harison,George Lewi:
Thomas L. Ogden, Michael Hogan, Philip Kearney, Johm Murray, William Ogden, Charlotte Daubene:
Louise S, Daubensy, Garrit Vanrn Horme, Devid M, Ci;rkson, Frederick De Peyster, Thecdosius Fow)
Robert (ilchrist, Nicholas Low, Russell Attwater amd Roswell Hopkins. These petitioners plus
Moss Kent "amd such other :::;:::’ta may hereafter become members of the said conpulyizgztli::
end hereby ars constituted and declardd g body corporate” umder the mame of the company,shiwmes

. purchese and
t3<¥nsn such lamds and properties ws necessary for the pike up tc the amount qf $6,000,

The property, affeirs and concerns of the company were to be managed by an I]-member
directorate, of whim the president was to be one, and sevem members constitutdd a quorum, Thé
term of office of each director was fixed ut one year. The third Mondsy in February was the
annual meeting date,at which mew directors would be chosen.The new board w;t?z; moet as soom
a8 possible thersafter amd choose a president, secretary, treasurer,as many olerks, toll-
getherers and servante as mdcessary, also fixing their selaries and allowences, and establish
rules and regulations.

The ect nemed the first directors James D, Le Ray, Richard Herison,Daniel MoCormiek,

(] ) e SR

L. Ogden,David Parish,Nesekish B,Pierrepont,Abijah Hemmord, Russel Attwater, Samuel Bo:

Wrnve Vard cand Mlhondrnafduaa Deamlar widh Taveama T T2 Dawv nraacidand
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As soon as the rosd, or any ten miles of it wes coupleted, moticd wes tc e given the
state govermument, which them appointed "three discreet freeholders" to examine and report
before it could be placed in operetion.A motice wearing schedule of tolls was toc e comspicuou
posted af eeach toll house, The rates fixed for the Russell Turmpike follow:

For every eart or wegon drewn by one horse, mule or ox six cemts or I2% ocents if drewn b
two of such animals. For every additional horse, mule or ox a further sum of three cents.

For every stage-wagon, chariot, cosch, ccachee, phseton,curricle or other pleasure
carriage drawn by two horses 28 oantg}plus 8ix cents more for every additional horse.

For every chair, sulkey or cheise with one horse IZ% cents and in like proportiom for
every additional horse.

For every horse rode six cemts. For every horse led or drivem four cemnts. For every
sleigh or sled drawa by ome horse,mule or ox six cents.

For every score of cattle, horses or mules 20 cents.For every secore of hogs or sheep
eight cents.

But there were quite a number of exemptioms, Toll could mot be collected from emy perso:
pessing to or from public worship, a funersl,mx o grist mill for the grinding of grain for hi:
femily®s use, or a blacksmith shop usually frequented by him, Nor could toll be collected fro:
eny persor residing withinm ome mile of a toll gate, nor from any person entitled to vote when
going to or returning from any town meetimg or electiom for givimg a vote., Neither could toll
be collected from a persom golng for a physiciamn or midwife or returninmg; or from a g;;:: or
witmess goimg to or returming from court when legally summomed or subpoensed.

Tolls could not be collscted from state or federal troops, or from any person going to
returning from any training where, by state laws, they were required to attend.

Not more them half-rate could bs charged for amny wagom or other csarriage whose wheel-ti:
or track wes six inches wide. If the width of tirs or track were nine 1nchza.on%y one-fourth
rete could be charged. And if the width were I2 inches no charge eculd be uﬁi%?Aby e prior
sot if imspection by the commissioners showed a section of road out of repair the gate must
we opened and mo toll charged, If this provisiom should be viclated before repair was
completed and the gate closed, the payer could demamd $5 from the treasurer of the company.

Thew, if the $5 was not paid, he could sue and recover judgment against the company.

- Im 1809, the yesar before the St.Lawrence, alias Russell, turmpike was duthorised,James
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These settlements grew continually until withim the mext 16 years original towmships
had to e broken up and new townships formed, Fowler was set off from Russell and Rossie in
early I8I6, Edwards from Fowler in April, 1827, Pierrepont from Russell in April, I8IB,Lawrence
Nicholville and Bangor at later dates,

Thd section of the pike in the present town of Edwerds waes hegim built by Enos Shekn
Chapin I8IC to IBI2 and in Jtnuary,iBIZ Ass Brayton became the first settler on that part of ¢
pike. Later, after the War of 1812 startoiatro:pn began moving down through,cemping ix Pine
grove near the Brayton farm. Brayton entertained the officers amd Mrs.Brayton was busy baking
bread for the soldiers.

Russell Turnpike wes extremely profitable during that second war with England, but afte:
1815 when the war ended it gradually dwindled in use until it was mo longer meintained as a
corporationm affeir im 1829,

However, during its period of important utility it had playdd such a great role in the
development of the interior region of St. Lawrence and Franklin counties that tributary pikes
were established to commect it with outlying regions, Le Ray secured s legislative act Feb.2I
I8I2 empowering him to build e turapike from & point opposite Watertown passing near Le Rays
ville where he had his residemce to a point where the Russell Turkplke orossed the Indiem

river, The ssame act authorized him to build another pike from Chaumont to Cape Vimncent.

On June 8,1812 the Ogdensburg Turnpike Road Company was incorporated through the effort

()\- e [h
of David Parish ut = capitalization of $50,000,to start in Jefferson county where the St.
’ N
6‘\"""‘\

lewrence Turapike crossed the Indian riv't)flt went through Antwerp,Rossle and Morristown to
AN

Ogddnsburg. There were 1,000 shares at $60 each in its capitalization.
Eleven days after the Ogdensburg Turmpike company was incorporated there—was—ineerpore
there was incorporated the Albany Turnpike company to build a rosd between the capital city
T BT S W VY e R
and the foot of sloop navigatior, which was at Ogdemsburg,end the state lend office was dm
A\
directed to sell 20,000 wcres of state land im the Totten and Crossfield purchase for its use
Incidentally, it may be pointed out here that by act of June 8,I812 Russel Attwater ane

essociates were authorized to build a bridge over the Black river where the roed leading to ¢

" Oswegatohis crosses at Long Falls (Carthage). The bridge was tc we not less then 16 feet wide

be adequately strong to sustain ladem vehicles and have railings on either side of it. A toll

house was tc be sstablished on it and & schedule of toll charges wus set up by the act.
of Ogdenskburg
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Similarly on Mar.3, I8I6 an act wes passed enabling Benjemin Hoer and family of
< ® e e 4
Cambridge, fmmbwisgs Washington county, to change their named to W‘ni‘lmd:,r.P_EB-*’:X'-“"""’t""w'mwl

A DeAge,
Amog Lay's map of I8I8 shows the Hamiltor (Waddington) Turmpike running from Hamilton
down'throu;h Mgdrid to Russell, where it crossed the Rugsell Turmpike and then bent suvuthesst:
S oA ik

o
to the point wharu”Franklin countﬁrﬁnd the Totten and Crossfield tract come together,

Crude and rough as those old turnpikes were, they were roads of romance over which
spoculating
Jounoed the four-horse coaches of those spectacular and 5ltuoroua/in§g titans who were
C‘lj- ﬁ’\_r\-, D L
endeavoring to populate and develops a groat wildermess and make vast fortunes for themselves
N oozt ey Tl O T_,.(:T w—*«.): o
They bought the landg for a few cents an acre and sold it for $I.50 to $2 pdr acrﬂﬁ,xut for t
Brie canal, which was created a few years after the building of the pikes, they would have
beon sucoessful. Le Ray was bankrupted and compelled to assigm for benefit of oreditors on
Dec.31,58235, Pariah,the banksr from Hamburg,Germeny and Philadelphia,Pa., who had one time
beon a party to loaning our federal govermment millions of dollars, was the victim of an
peselnd unfortunats financial arrangement in Europe and met s tragic end, Russell Attwater lo
his money and his property, as did Roswell Hopkins,
Ig is to e deplored that thers were mo North Country Boswells to have writtem the
blographiss all of thoss great wmortherm New York land speculators whose millions of acres,
&

if now coversd with thtz;irgin stands of timbdr, would have a value of billions of dollars,
It is deplorable thers were mo Wimslow Homers to have painted the Beautiss of the forested
region through which the Russell and the other northern turnpikes threaded their tortuous way
or that thers were no Holbeins,Francis Davis Millets, Hesds Hals or De Hooc;;to paint those
notables im their mensions and in thelr meetiungs.

A book could be written about the officers,dirsctors and stockholders of the St. Lawren
Turnpike Rosd Company and the grand mansions of some ofd%::uioudern. Of Le Ray, friend of
Benjamin Franklin, and whoss father expended his fbrtune in helping finance the Americe
Rfvo}utiono Of David Parish, induced by Gouvsrneur Morris to purch:i:zgzrtharn New York

ﬁégz;:g,devolopo Ogdenshurg, Parishville and Rossie,build a large mansion at Rmwsbm Ogdensburg
with Rames, designer of Union College,to desigm its interier.Yet Parish was so impressed wit
Parishville that he planned a bilg house there, the furuishing of which alone cost §I,846,42.

In & letter written by Parish to ® his agen§, Joseph Rosseel Har.Is,IBIO he had this to

say: "Having serious thoughts of settling and building a house for myself in Cookham, ndar

the St. Regis river when I return from Europe, you may give my name to the village and call
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’Tho ngonsgﬁoro 2 most brilliant and remarkable mmiy fnnil{)doaoondod from Johm, the
inmigrant sncestor, some of them Tory and some of them sgrong Federalists. David A. and his
brothdr Thomss Ludlow Ogden were law partmera of Alexander Manilton, explainimg why the pres
t¥illage of Waddington was first mamed Hamiltom.Amd Joshua Waddington was their brothsr-inlaw
Thelir uncle, Samuel Ogdem, was an extousive landowner im the Ogdewsburg aresa and gave his na
to that city. Amother Ogden, & William Butler Ogden, was the first mayor of Chlcago, and Pet
Sﬁ%n& Ogden who gave his name to Ogden,Utah, was an lmportant fur trader amd explorer in the
Northwest, who wws born in Quebec, son of Isasc Ogdem, a Tory menmbor of the fumily, Isamc, w
lost little time in gettimg into Cunada when the Colonirﬂhroak came, thore became a judge of
the Court of the Queen's Bench,was a judge of the admiralty courts, e was boru in Newark,W,
end was the som of David Ogdem, a moted lawyer,judge and Bpiscopal churchmen,who had anothe
son Nicholas who held important office in Nova Scotim. Still another prominent Ogden was Aar
soldier, lawyer, Usited States senator and governor of New Jorsey. He was a Federalist, and
in the Revolution was a brigade mejor who led the van of Hamilton's tegiment at Yorktown,
Josiah Ogden Hoffmam, whoss mother was Sgrah Ogden, daughter of Samuel, was a walkimg fashic
plate, ome of the nation's most brillient lawyers, and was attornsy gdmeral of this state fr
1798 to IBOI, He was a law partner of Cadwallader Colden and his first wife wus Mary Coldexn,
vy whom he had three children, one of whom, Matilda, was bethrothed to Washington Irving)bui
died of tuberculosis at an early age. Noffmam wus @ Federalist, but during the Rewolutiom ti
Hoffwan family had Loyelist sympathles and he was one of the leadera opposimg New York stat:
militia golmg outsidd the state in the War of IB8IZ, David Bayard Ogdon was & mephew of

Gouvermeur Morris,
Interesting indeed,msm were the family connectioms of many of those North Country lane

tycooms who were lntaront?in the St., Lawrence Turnpike, Maria, the wife of Hezekiah Beers
Pierrepont, owner of the towas of Piserrepont, Stockholm and Louisville and for whom Pierres:
was mamoed, was the daughter of William Constabla,

Like David A, and Thomas L, Ogdem, Richard Harison, who had a house at Malome which,
by the way, was first wamed Harisom and next named Ezr::illn ffr Ezr? L'feympdiou before

o T Pk LA Ay e Adatre

it was named Melone, wts ;“llw partner of Hamilton n;; was namned Unit::-Statos attorney by
President Washington at the beginning of his term in New York oity.

Hot the least importamt of the turnpike founders wes Col. Dr. Roswell Nopkims, & high

educated mar who held many important posts during his lifetime,was the owner and founder of

PO VR AL, LY ah A D Alin mamam e bemmrne hia hanAares wes
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Tragedy stalked to the emd of his life.In the development of Mopkinton his son Benjamixn
Weight Nopkims,who had ween in partmership with him and operated the first store in the villa;
decided to go South and bulld & fort at Mobile Point, Alabams usder comtract with the gOVe rmm
His father went om his bond as surety,but before the job was completed the schoomer "Halifax,'
aboard which he was om & business trip, was drivem by storm i;&;avann harbor. In Havasa he
contracted yellow fever and died Aug.I3,I8I9 leavimg his father "holding t:; bag.” It ruined
Dr.Hopltins fimancially,but,to compound the tragedy of his life, he himself was throww out of
his carriage amd killed at Chazy tew years later om Sept.5,I1829. Strangely coincidental Isaac
& youmger brother of Dr. Hopkins, was killed by a runaway team at their native Amenia,N.Y.,
on Apr.25,1794,

Threads of the Mopkims family line were wovem into the skein of St. Lawrence county
history. Mary Cook Hopkims, a deughter of Dr. Hopkins, was married to Artemas Sawyer who
became ome of the sgeats of David Parish both im Ogdemsdurg asmd at Parishville, amnd Sarah,
another daughter of Dr, Nopkims, married Sewall Raymond one of the leadimg figures im the
history of Potdams. The Raymomds, in turm, had a daughter Lydia S., who married Johm F,Rossee
son of Jossph Rosseel, David Parish's first leamd agent.

the Ogdens

Like the Le Rays, the Comstables,and the Parishes im the mortherm New York giamt lamd-
owning group, the Clarksons, the Harisons and the Pierrepomts came up to build fine establish
monte,mmd occupy and develope their lands. Og}tandin; in such performance were the Clarksons
who, over g lomger period of years tham any ;f the others,playesd their great development role
im Potsdem, The lineage of the Clarksons is a proud ome and lomg has that family beea promine:

Wew York c¢ity. The enrly\
in SewidanxBwskedxiterilnul Matthow Clarkson was seocretary of the Provimce of New York in th
reign of Williem and Mary, and a great-gramdsomn of that Matthew was another Matthew who was
an officer in the Colonial army at the battle of Yorktown,

Besldes David M.Clarkson as & foumder of the Russell Turapike was Garrit Vam Horme who,
incidentally was the hushand of a sistdr of Gean.Matthew Clarkson.

Hermen Is Roy, amother stockhelder in the turmpike company, was an extemsive ownmer of
Horth Country lamds who forsook New York city where he was a leading merchamt amd citisem, tr
whose tramsactioms extemded all over the young republic, to reside in Potsdam, Mis daughter

was married to Daniel Webster.

And stlll another Potsdam land-owner amd stookholder im the pike company was another
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Frederick De Peyster, another stockholder,for whom the town of Depeyster was named,was
s Now Yorker and shipping merchamt. Abijah Hammond, for whom the towa of Hammond was named,
was e brother-in-law of David A. Ogdenm, wes an artillery captain in the Revolutiom, New York
merchant and spsculator. Michasl Hogan was & New York merchant,onetime U.8. consul general at
Valparaigo, Chile, wikjs end Hogamsburg was nemed for him, while the town of Bombay was named
bocause his wife was born in Bombay,India. Amother New Yorker was Theodosius Fowler, a
Comtinentel army captaim who also served at Yorktown, and for whom the town of Fowler got its
name, He was the first supdrvisor of4£;§ktown.Eiwards was named for Edward McCormick, a sea
captain in the East Undia trade.

As we started with Russel Attwater,the greates builder of turmpikes,in honof of whom th
St. Lawrence furnpike was dubbed the Russell Turmpike, and who was also instrumental in the
formation of the Parishville Turapike of Feb,6,I8I3 sponsored by David Parish, which pike ran
from Parisville,Potsdam and Canton to Ogdenaburk, we will end with him.

He was borm at Cheshire, Conn;, June 20,1762 and in I798 when he was 36 years old bough
13,600 acres,in the afterwafds Russell township,from Danisl McCormick for 40 cents am acru.}#
was an unususlly enthusisstic and energetic pioneer, a man of great personal charm and influe
s his slection to the state senkke indicates. He enjoyed the confidemce of Gov.Daniel D,
Tompkins end at the close of the IBI8 session of the state legislature it was t¢ him that a
stand of I,000 muskets and a proportionate quantity of smmunition was delivered to the Russel
stete arsenal which he had 1nf1uenc§}£o be located there in IBoY on & state appropriation of
$,000, It was he also who had been commissioned to organize a guard for the ersneal consieti
of & corporel and aix privetes.
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There still stamds in occupancy in thgdvillage S

the rembling old
house which was his reasidence until he lest his property to the Mohawk Valley Bank, leaving b
to die & poor msm at the home of his son in Worfolk inm IBbBI.

An snonymous writer from New England in 1864 who wes & wember of a party which had bee:x
T )
investigating the mineral, timber and agricultural resources of the northern Adirondacks, -
A

described the village of Russell with pen dipped in ink tinged with poesy.The party had jour:
from Canton to Russell the previocus night and put up st the hotolyand arising early the next

-~

day he wrote:

“But the morning, how delicious it was! If the air waes not full df balms, it was full «
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