dirona;c'kers kﬁow

of night crawlers

Lawrence County brook, ;
. to the rare djs'cow*e'ry of
shWater Jpearls.” ¢
some of these: pearls were
«de into jewelry, and the
irondack Museum in Blie
mntain Lake owns.a gold
>k pin (artifact No.-77.60)
’h 21 tiny pearls harvested
m those very waters. -
lowe, a spruce-gum manu

it’s spring when tubs -

begin’ appeanng néxt .
the 2 percen amilk in con-"

“Using lo'ng poles with .
pinchers and boxes with
glass for spying the mollusks
partially buried in the sand,

he and over 80 men and boys -

chants.
The St. Lawrence Plam

. ‘Dealer repdrted on the local

pearl business in the 1890s-

Tiffany’s and dlamond meI- :

; facturer was fishing in Frost
- Brook, a tributary of the

"Grass Rlver near Russell. He

- ran out of bait and opened a

mussel or freshwater clam.
Inside he found a pink pearl

_the size of a pea. Rowe soon
gavé up the spruce gum busi-

ness and focused his atten-

. tion on pear] fishing.

from nearby Russell hauled
mussels up by the thousands
until the surrounding creeks
and river eventually became.
depleted,” noted a 1986
“Speaking Ai'tifactually arti-

cle in the museum ’s newslet— )

ter. -

The decaymg river mussels

created a bad odor; therefore,
town officials required fisher-
men to open up the mollusks
at their own homes. Rowe
and others hired gatherers, .
who sold the pearls to

“The pearl fisheries at -
Russell are the scenes of
busy operations these days,
and many handsome pearls

are found,” Plain Dealer stat- ~ °
‘Pearl stick pin artifact No. 77.60

' enjoyed a thriving business

ed. “Fifteen bushels of clams
are sometimes opened by one

- ‘persen. Various stories are

told of the value of some of

_the pearls found, but $125 is

probably the highest cash
price paid for any single
pearl.”

For the next couple of
years, the town of Russell

“ing the American Pear]l Rush.

~ 1857 in a New Jersey stream,

"-Photo courtesy of the Aduonda

where a pearl found
mussel was eventual
by Tiffany’s for $2;5(
according to G. Thon
Watters, of the Ohio
Biological Survey an

in freshwater pearls, but in -
1894 the supply was nearly
exhausted. The same thing
happened in the 1850s dur-

The Pear] Rush began in
Please see ATTIC F
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Attic: Stick pin

- FromPage Gl

Ohio State Univarsity
Aquatic Ecology Laboratory.
The U.S. Geologizal Survey -
(USGS) differs ca the loca-

badiao Ohlo

are now the most endangered
animal group in North
America, according to the
USGS. |
Pearl buyers continued to
visit Russell at least once &

part of museum collection

makes the pin-head. The
petals each have two or three
pearls with 2 single pearl (no
larger than a sesame seed
with a bluish bue at the cen-
ter. The petals form 2 spiral
one-fourth irich in diameter,

~fion of the find; statimg O

as the source, but both agree
that the Pearl Rish led to

‘the Killing of hundreds of i
thousands:of mussels

throughout the United States
in pursuit of freshwater
pearls.

Soon after the DPearl Rﬁsﬁ,

entrepreneurs ware harvest-
ing mussels for raother-of-
pearl shells to use in the but-
‘ton-making industry. Now
these mollusks are used for
the cultured pea:l industry,
where pieces of rnussel shell
are inserted into pearl 0ys-
ters and used as nuclel to
start the pearl-making
process. :

Freshwater na:ive clams

year after the St. Lawrence

'County Pearl Rush was over.

1926 Floyd

gave Conant th
pin (artifact No-7760) s€
with Grass River pearls asa
memento. The/pin eventually
passed into’ the hands of -
Conant’s brother, Leland -
Conant, who, with. _1_,1\is_;&{iriffé=,-__.
presented it tolthe ¥

Adirondack Museum in Ap l ;

1977, -, ;
On the Stigk:—;pin;,f-eight .
petals are arranged around:

the center of the “flower” that A

ahoui-the-size of 2 person’s

SRPETETBISRE R Lol B A AL _."eﬁi.ﬁa:t?‘-—:“-'—a‘,?j‘.-s‘d.s-.v'v_’\-.‘)_v".i“ TRt el

ernail. The-pin is 2%

ollusk that pros- .
shell can produce a
yturally occurring
rare, found in

J of 10,000 ani-

4ls, according to the
American Museum of
Natural History. :

For more information about
the Adirondack Museum, vis-
it the museum’s Web site at
wwﬁihdijrfondackmweum.org
or call 352-7311.

o0
dy Fiynn lives in Saranac Lake
and can be reached via e-mail at
adkattic@yahoo.com.



