
Water Powered Machine Shop

Back in 1936, Jack Thomas built a machine shop on Plumb Brooke on the Silver Hill Road. 
It was first powered by a 3 horsepower gas engine and then later powered by a 16ft 
overshot waterwheel. The mill was later shut down and moved to Degrasse, New York. 

The following pictures and story were given to me by Joe Thomas of DeGrasse. Joe is the 
grandson of Jack Thomas. The story, "Down By the Old Mill Stream", was written by 
Eugene Hatch of Russell. Eugene was the former Town Historian for Russell and the story 
was part of the State Historian Project back in 1972. 

Here are the pictures of the machine shop and how it worked. The water from Plum Brook
was sent to the waterwheel by way of a pin stock (or flume) made of wood. On the way 
down the pin stock, there was a gate that could be closed to send water down to the 
waterwheel to run the mill. When left open, the gate would stop the water wheel from 
turning, which would stop the mill from running. 

When the waterwheel was turning, the shaft of the waterwheel would run a large belt that
ran into the upper part of the mill to turn the main shaft of the mill. That main shaft, in 
turn, would have smaller belts that came down through the ceiling to drive all kinds of 
machines, like grinders, drill saws, and machine lathes. Each machine also had it own lever
to engage the belts.
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