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highways of history

Russell’s Scou

By EUGENE HATCH

of our article, the traveler shoulqg g0
from Russe]] village onto the old Russell—Hermon State Road,
Taking the turn to the left, one enters the Hamjlrop Hill Roag,
A mile aheag app i

énd

melting ice between each glacial period, Our
bothole may haye been formed ip the melting eat
glacier which scientists variously estimate was 10,000 to
50,000 years ago,

As the ice melted
current surgeq about
fragments ang gravel stoneg rotated and became the
Agents which cut apg Smoothed the hole 4
The melting jce of the last grear glacial jce sheet myst have
left a watery world, without form, ang void, like the first
Creation, In’the ages that followed the waters drained into
rivers and lakeg and the land took on the contours of our own
town time, Hardwood rees of species known today hegan to

appear and grasseg Sprouted as the glacial lakeg receded,
Many of our i i

field trips through the
geological interest, this ancient pothole,

Dr, Edmund Otis Hovey, heaq of the geology department of
the American Museum of Natura] History in New York City,
was told of thig prehistoric formation ang he decided tq ac-
quire the pothgle with its enclosing rock fop the museum,

To cut out the pothole with jts surrounding stone, a channpe].
ing machine with an operating crew wag brocured from g
Gouverneur marble quarry, The machine consisted mainly of

drills which cut through a Stream of watep into

The cut out cupe of rock was gjx feet square, 5 foot higher
on the rear side, Grover was the Superintendent of this
project,

away, and it required

horses to hay] the ten-ton

bridges along the roagd had

Edwards the rock-encased pothole wag loaded
The i

€ perhaps the
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ghton Roqd

it stands admjred by the many visitors, a mute reminder of
the time of the glaciers, a fateful periog which prodyceq
such momentoyg physical changes in oup St. Lawrence Valley
and in the whole northern section of oup country,

Contmuing History Roaq

early wooden bridge was quite
crossed the smaller Streams,

Looking upstream to the left, you will notice that the Creek
flows through the flag land between wide Mmeadows in g straight
line, You will doubt that it {5 g natural channe] anqg you will
be right, The channel is g drainage ditch nearly half a mjle
long, a remarkable feat of hand shove] excavation, The heavy
Crops of native grass, bhefore the advent of the horse-drawn
Mower, were laboriously Cut with the handseythe, byt help
Seemed available, Ap old neighhor recalls that she onee saw,
at sunrise, seven men handmoving in this meadow,

In the late Nineties, the owner of the farm became tireq
of the lazy, Zigzag movements of Elm Creek,
erratically changed courge and

the name of an Irishman professional ditch digger

Heis described
as an undersized, Weather-beaten man of natura] Courtesy,

at the top) seem to preclude g one-man job ag a physical
impassibility and the feat would do credit to the mythica]
Paul Bunyan, It ig more likely that Hurley was one of a crew,
boss,

One person, g contemporary of the
tractor from Malone with

event,
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HIGHWAYS
(Continued from Page 3)

The essential tool used was the round pointed shovel, Along
with the gun and the axe, the shovel should be enghrined ag
the most important tool used in the development of our young
republic, By its use,
the scattered settlements by shovel built roads like ours
and the nearby railroad bed and canals, although our smal]
canal was built not for travel but for drainage, This too was
of prime importance in the making of the farms, as then
agriculture was the leading occupation,

What may be a souvenir of the digging of this channel ig
a tobacco pipe found two years ago by Lester Hatch on the
bottom of the channel, The pipe is of bright metal, probably
pewter, Its deep bowl is an inch in diameter and has an
inch long stem, It is a type not seen today.

The creek was partially tamed by the ditching but in winter
it still overflows over a wide area, much to the joy of the
neighborhood’s younger inhabitants, As soon as the ice froze
thickly enough, they put on their skates and gkimmed over
its broad glassy surface, The skates were then clamped
securely to the shoe by a small built-in lever,

A short distance ahead the Clifton Railroad crossed the
road and the old road embankment can be clearly traced on
each side, head high above the fields which flank it, The
terminus of this DeKalb, There it joined
the Rome, Watertown and Ogdensburg Railroad, now the
New York Central, Built in the late 1860's to haul the high
grade magnetic ore from Clifton Mines, it was used only a
few years and the track Wwas demolished, The railroad bed
follows the Elm Creek valley two miles further, then it turns
easterly, After this turn the road, even grooves in the earth
where the ties were placed, can be easily traced in many
sections to the Russell Turnpike on its way to Clifton,

The rails were of wood laid on wood ties, Lengthwise on
the upper side of the rails were fastened strips of iron two
inches wide and a trifle over an inch thick, The wooden rails
made an occupational hazard to one engineer, John Mills,

Work crew removing historic pot hole,
7 i

later postmaster at Canton, He recalled that often long sharp
splinters of wood would be split off the rails and fly upward,
One day while he was running the locomotive, one of the flying
splinters tore the seat out of his overalls, This incident led
him to promptly resign,

H 7};‘”’;;”"-5,'1’}))}!-” i L FULL S\CALE

The Clifton Railroad engine was a wood burner and there
Was a wood yard in the Mmeadow on the left side of the highway
where the train could Stop and take on wood kept piled there,

After leaving the railroad crossing, our road goes quietly
and uneventfully straight on over a short distance to Join the
Hermon-Edwards road which once followed the latest mode
of travel -- a fine plank road, Now it ig busy conerete paved
thoroughfare, ) '

(I wish to thank Grover Hatch of Russell for furnishing a
phote of the pothole and valushle information about it, Also
thanks are due to Ray and Vernice Leonard for information

in 1900, Some
former owner, The author)

(See Map on Page 21)
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In searching genealogical records we find some picturesque
early given names of our pioneers: Experience, Thankfull,

Vigalence, Patience Charity, Freelove, Silence Desire, De-
"iﬂow CGnlef "0"’3 cline, Deliverance, Rely, larudence. 'Exercls"‘e, Hopestill,
9 -4 Remember, Hope, Resolved and Submit, Prize; Wayte-a-While

Makepeacel Some were obvicus misspellings of popular names:
Garviss, Eliony, Prosilah, Seissilla, Ussillah, Bennit, Oseeth,
Elianer, Izrell, Merriam Anney, Rookby, Bathia and Bethyiah
M"““V‘ aﬂd “‘"“davs Benhem'oth, F;rthrandro: Barbry, Phebey, and Neomy, Than]é
goodness Shadrach, Azuba, Cozbi, Cyprian, Bethsheba,

edediah, Ichabod and Dorcas have gone out of fashion| Can
Court "0"99 in Canton §ou add to this list?

pR* A
¥ X
*"' EVERY MEMBER ¥

*
% REALLY %

¥ GETA NEW MEMBER. 3
¥~* X
*
*%*
T

/%mmaL

SITE oF / @
GLAC/AL 4,
POT HOLE /ﬂ

- —

RoAp BED ef CLIFTON R.R.
8 IPTON

-
corard
@ Barn v Hovse

——— e

S HERMIN- EDWARDS Rean _® EDWARDGS.

Map of Section of Lower or Scoughton Road



